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Dr. Jane Weiss

Office Hours: M W 9:00-10:00

Room C116



English 24: Freshman English II

This course is an intensive study of the various types of reading, research, writing and critical thinking that students must undertake in college and use in their careers and lives. Students will use analysis and evaluation of complex texts to generate and support ideas which they will further develop in research and writing. The focus for section D02A will be issues in American cultural history, examining how the scholarly techniques and approaches of history and cultural studies have reshaped our understanding of America’s past.


This section of English 24 is a Hybrid Course. That means that the course includes activities in a regular classroom (M154 on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:20-11:20) and activities that take place online through this Blackboard site. You MUST participate in both the classroom activities and the online activities to earn credit for English 24. If you do not have internet access off campus, you will need to plan to spend at least one hour every week in one of the campus computer labs to complete the assignments. 




Required Readings:
Books: (available in Kingsborough bookstore):
James West Davidson and Mark Hamilton Lytle. After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection Volume II. 5th Ed. Boston: McGraw Hill, 2005. 

Anzia Yezierska. Bread Givers. New York: Persea Books, 1999. Please DO get a copy of Bread Givers; any complete edition is acceptable.

Readings Available On the Course Website in the "Readings" Section: 
Tillie Olsen. "I Stand Here Ironing." Tell Me a Riddle. New York: Delta, 1994.

Shirley Ann Grau, "Fever Flower." Points of View: An Anthology of Short Fiction. New York: Signet, 1995.

Elizabeth Jennings, "Poem in Winter"; Marge Piercy, "Always Unsuitable"; Adrienne Rich, "An Unsaid Word"; Theodore Roethke, "I Knew a Woman." 

Bell Hooks. "Straightening Our Hair." Zeta Magazine, September 1988, 33-37.

Alice Walker. "Beauty: When the Other Dancer Is the Self." In Search of Our Mother's Gardens. NY: HBJ, 1984. 384-393.

Readings Available on the Course Website in the "Links" Section: 
James W. Loewen. "Introduction: Something Has Gone Very Wrong." Lies My Teacher Told Me site. 2001. http://www.uvm.edu/~jloewen/content.php?file=liesmyteachertoldme-introduction.html

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper. "Aunt Chloe," "Aunt Chloe's Politics," "Learning to Read," "The Deliverance," "Nothing and Something," "A Double Standard." Electronic Text Center, University of Virginia Library. 8 June 2005. 22 August 2005. http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/HarPoem.html

Federal Writers Project Narratives. Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1938. American Memory. Library of Congress. http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/

Steven Greenhouse. "Going for the Look, but Risking Discrimination." New York Times 13 July 2003: A 12. http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9B01E6DC1F3DF930A25754C0A9659C8B63&scp=1&sq=Going%20for%20the%20Look%20but%20Risking%20Discrimination&st=cse

Bring assigned readings with you to class, as digital files or printouts.



Course Objectives
$ 
Connect related ideas, concepts, and arguments within and across academic disciplines. Recognize differences in vocabulary and methods that characterize different academic disciplines.  

$ 
Become familiar with the concepts, vocabulary, and methods used for historical and cultural studies scholarship.

$ 
Understand authors' perspectives, purposes, and techniques, and use technical vocabulary to describe and analyze literary texts, artwork, and media.

$ 
Formulate, challenge, and defend hypotheses.

$ 
Use primary and secondary sources honestly and meaningfully to develop ideas and support arguments. Exercise critical thought in using information sources.

$ 
Summarize, paraphrase, quote, and document sources correctly in your writing. Organize and format essays correctly according to the norms of particular academic disciplines.




Course Requirements:

Participation. Everyone in this section is required to participate actively. Participation includes discussion board postings, small-group projects, and formal presentations posted on the Blackboard site. Each student is required to post at least two non-consecutive messages (at least 150 words apiece) to the course discussion board each week. “Non-consecutive” means that you can not post both messages at the same time; instead, participate in dialogue with other students, or post your first thoughts and later reflections on a topic. Please arrange sufficient time on an internet-linked computer (at the library, student computer center, or home) to read other students’ messages and post your own each week. The messages may be original responses to the assigned readings or class discussion; observations on the assigned readings; factual or interpretive questions about course content; rough drafts and comments about the essays. To receive credit, at least two postings each week must specifically discuss the assigned readings in some detail. Constructive participation in discussions and other activities including written exercises will determine 25% of your grade.


Readings. The readings in this class are necessarily very heavy. Please complete the readings by the dates specified on the syllabus. You will not be able to participate in the course without completing the assignments in After the Fact and Bread Givers.


Revised Essays. Three revised essays are required for the semester. The key word here is revised. All of the drafts of an essay will be reflected in the grade, not only the final draft; you must hand in preliminary drafts and make changes in response to comments to receive a grade on the final draft. Each essay will require some research that is relevant to your specific topic as you revise it from a rough draft to the final version. Late papers will receive lower grades. Please keep a separate computer file of each draft of each essay you hand in! The first and second essays will each account for 15% and the third essay will account for 20% of your grade. Papers containing plagiarized material will not receive credit and I will report students handing in plagiarized work to the Academic Integrity Office. You will submit the drafts on the Discussion Board, and the revised essays through SafeAssign in Assignments on the Blackboard site as Word or WordPerfect documents. (Printed or emailed essays will not be accepted.)


Examinations. There will be three quizzes during the semester, each consisting of several short (50-200 word) essays. Each quiz will account for 5% of your grade. The final examination will be an essay relating various texts and themes from the course. The final examination will account for 10% of your grade. You must take the final exam to get credit for the course. 



Plagiarism and Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty:

Plagiarism and academic dishonesty are serious violations of academic standards and college policy. Plagiarism is the use of other people’s “intellectual property”--information, ideas, or language--as though they were your own, whether deliberately or accidentally. Examples include using another author’s words (including material from a textbook, assignment sheet, or website) without quotation marks; using a quotation without naming the author; paraphrasing another author’s information or ideas without attribution; presenting passages written or rewritten by someone else, including a tutor, as your own work; handing in material written by someone else (including papers downloaded from the Internet), or written for a previous course. You may include information, ideas, or language written by someone else as long as you identify the source clearly, and as long as the borrowed material supports your own thesis and develops your own argument. Other forms of academic dishonesty include unauthorized collaboration, or copying of students’ work; falsifying grades or evaluations; and various kinds of cheating. Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are grounds for failing the course.

 

Schedule of Assignments:
The due dates for exercises, drafts and revised versions of each assigned paper will be posted on the course website. Here is a tentative schedule of the main reading and writing assignments so you can plan ahead. Important: This schedule does not include all required assignments, and is subject to change.

24 February-4 March: Introduction. Read: James Loewen, “Something Has Gone Very Wrong” (available both inLinks and Readings) and “Introduction: Historical Sources and Literary Works” (in Lectures). Post your comments on the Discussion Board.

5 March-11 March: Read After the Fact chapter 8: “The View from the Bottom Rail” and “Reconstructing Reconstruction” (in Lectures). Post responses on the Discussion Board.

12 March-18 March: Read one narrative chosen from the Federal Writers Project Narratives (available through “Links”) and Harper, “Aunt Chloe,” “The Deliverance,” “Aunt Chloe’s Politics,” “Learning to Read,” “Nothing and Something,” “A Double Standard” (available through Links and Readings). Quiz and rough draft of First Essay due (as a Discussion Board posting) on 18 March. (Hint: work on the quiz first; the information that you gather for the quiz will help you develop a focus for your paper.) .

19 March - 25 March. Read “Images and Material Culture” (in Lectures), After the Fact chapter 9: “The Mirror with a Memory” and Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers chapters 1-9. Post comments on the Discussion Board; view related images in Links. Revision of First Essay due 25 March.
26 March - 1 April. Read “Realism” (in Lectures) and Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers chapters 10-17. Post comments on the Discussion Board. Rough draft of second essay due 1 April on the Discussion Board.
2 April- 5 April. Read Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers chapters 17-20. Post comments on the Discussion Board. Quiz due 5 April. 

6 April-15 April. Spring Break: postings are not required but are certainly welcome.  

16 April - 22 April. Read “Some Background on the 1940s and 1950s” (in Lectures) and After the Fact chapter 14, “From Rosie to Lucy.” Post comments on the Discussion Board. Revision of Second Essay due 22 April. 

23 April - 29 April. Read Tillie Olsen, “I Stand Here Ironing,”  Shirley Ann Grau, “Fever Flower.” Post comments on the Discussion Board. 

30 April - 5 May. Read Elizabeth Jennings, “Poem in Winter”; Marge Piercy, “Always Unsuitable”; Adrienne Rich, “An Unsaid Word”; Theodore Roethke, “I Knew a Woman” (all available in Readings). Post comments on the Discussion Board. Quiz due 6 May.

7 May - 13 May. Read After the Fact chapter 17, “The Body in Question.” Post comments on the Discussion Board. Primary Sources for Third Essay are due on Discussion Board 13 May. 
14 May - 20 May. Read Bell Hooks, “Straightening Our Hair,” and Steven Greenhouse, “Going for the Look, but Risking Discrimination.” Post comments on the Discussion Board. Rough Draft of Third Essay is due on the Discussion Board 20 May.

21 May - 30 May. Read: Read Alice Walker, “Beauty: When the Other Dancer Is the Self.” Post comments on the Discussion Board. Revision of Third Essay due 30 May.

1 June 2012: Final Examination must be submitted on the Discussion Board; topics will be available in advance.
